
  

HOT ITEMS 

2016 AUA/SBUR Summer Research Conference: Registration Open 

The 2016 American Urological Association (AUA)/Society for Basic Urologic Research (SBUR) Summer Research 

Conference will be held on July 16-17, 2016 at the AUA Headquarters in Linthicum, MD. The topic for this year is 

“Targeting Epigenetics and Genome Regulation to Improve Urologic Health.” The purpose of this conference is to bring 

together 1) leaders in the field of epigenetics and genome regulation and, 2) investigators inside and outside of urology to 

increase understanding of epigenetic factors in the development and progression of urologic disease and facilitate 

effective approaches to therapeutically target these factors. Contact: research@auanet.org.  

  

Learn More!  

  
 

 

AACR Conference in Less than Two Weeks! 

This year's theme of the American Association of Cancer Researchers (AACR) Annual Meeting is "Delivering Cures 

Through Cancer Science," which reinforces the inextricable link between research and advances in patient care. The AUA 

recognizes that our trainees are tomorrow’s leaders, and we position them to rapidly translate patient needs into needed 

research and new discoveries into improvements in patient care. More than 600 investigators impacting urology today 

have advanced their research careers through support from the AUA and Urology Care Foundation, and we look forward 

to meeting our colleagues in the research community at the upcoming AACR conference! If you are attending this event 

April 16-20, please stop by our booth (#2143) to learn more about how we support urology researchers of all backgrounds. 

 

2016 Prostate Cancer Foundation Challenge Awards for Prostate Cancer Research 

The Prostate Cancer Foundation (PCF) is pleased to announce a Request for Applications for PCF Challenge Awards for 

investigations of metastatic, lethal prostate cancer. These awards will be funded depending on the level of innovation in 

applications received. High risk, currently unfunded projects are most desired. The application deadline is April 29, 

2016 at 3:00pm EDT. Contact: applications@pcf.org. 

  

Learn More!  
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NEWS 

Simulation Research in Gastrointestinal and Urologic Care: Challenges and 

Opportunities Workshop 

The National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) and the National Institute of Biomedical 

Imaging and Bioengineering (NIBIB) are jointly sponsoring a one-day workshop to be held on Friday, June 10, 2016, on 

the NIH campus in Bethesda, Maryland.  

  

Learn More!  

  
 

 

The 11th National Symposium on Prostate Cancer: Save the Date! 

The 11th National Symposium on Prostate Cancer, hosted by Clark Atlanta University in Atlanta, Georgia, will be held on 

September 26–28, 2016. The deadline for abstract submissions is June 15, 2016. 

  

Learn More!  

  
 

 

Blue Ribbon Panel Announced to Help Guide Vice President Biden’s National Cancer 

Moonshot Initiative 

The National Cancer Institute (NCI) recently announced the Blue Ribbon Panel of scientific experts, cancer leaders, and 

patient advocates that will inform the scientific direction and goals at NCI of Vice President Joe Biden’s National Cancer 

Moonshot Initiative. The panel will serve as a working group of the presidentially appointed National Cancer Advisory 

Board (NCAB) and will provide scientific guidance from thought-leaders in the cancer community. 

  

Learn More!  

  
 

  

  

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

SPARC: Pre-clinical Development of Existing Market-approved Devices to Support 

New Market Indications (U18) 

The NIH Common Fund Program on Stimulating Peripheral Activity to Relieve Conditions (SPARC) has released a new 

funding opportunity announcement (FOA). This is the first FOA released under the Use of Existing Market-Approved 

Technology for New Market Indications research component of SPARC. It solicits proposals for pre-clinical testing of 

existing neuromodulation devices, from SPARC’s industry partners, in support of new market indications. These pre-

clinical studies are expected to generate the necessary safety and efficacy evidence to enable an Investigational Device 

Exemption (IDE) submission for a future pilot clinical study. The application deadline is May 2, 2016. Contact: Dr. Danilo 

A. Tagle. 

  

View FOA 
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Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award (NRSA) Short-Term 

Institutional Research Training Grant (Parent T35) 

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) will award T35 grants to eligible, domestic institutions to develop and/or enhance 

research training opportunities for predoctoral students interested in careers in biomedical, behavioral or clinical research. 

Many NIH Institutes and Centers (ICs) use this NRSA program exclusively to support intensive, short-term research 

training experiences for health professional students (medical students, veterinary students, and/or students in other 

health-professional programs) during the summer. This program is also intended to encourage training of graduate 

students in the physical or quantitative sciences to pursue research careers by short-term exposure to, and involvement 

in, the health-related sciences. The application deadline is May 25, 2016. Contact: Dr. Arthur L. Castle. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award (NRSA) Institutional Research 

Training Grant (Parent T32) 

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) will award T32 grants to eligible, domestic institutions to enhance predoctoral and 

postdoctoral research training, including short-term research training, and help ensure that a diverse and highly trained 

workforce is available to meet the needs of the Nation’s biomedical, behavioral, and clinical research agenda. Research 

training programs will incorporate didactic, research, and career development elements to prepare individuals for careers 

that will have a significant impact on the health-related research needs of the Nation. Programs proposing only short-term 

research training should not apply to this announcement, but rather to the Kirschstein-NRSA Short-Term Institutional 

Research Training Grant Program (T35) exclusively reserved for predoctoral, short-term research training. The application 

deadline is May 25, 2016. Contact: Dr. Arthur L. Castle. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Spermatogenic Stem Cell Culture Systems to Preserve and Restore Reproductive 

Capacity in Males (R01) 

The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to encourage applications from the scientific community 

to support outstanding research in the area of spermatogenic stem cell (SSC) biology.  The overarching goal is to increase 

the chances that couples may have biological offspring without using conventional assisted reproductive modalities (i.e., 

IVF, ICSI).  A focal point of the initiative is on the development of new techniques to culture and expand these cells over 

an extended period of time.  Another area of study includes methods to eliminate malignant cells from SSC cultures 

following chemotherapy/radiation treatment. Also, spermatogenic stem cells from human adults could have a major impact 

on drug development and toxicity testing as animal-based systems do not sufficiently mirror the situation in humans. The 

application deadline is June 5, 2016. Contact: Stuart B. Moss. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Limited Competition: Small Grant Program for NIDDK K01/K08/K23 Recipients (R03) 

This grant program provides NIDDK-supported K01, K08, and K23 recipients the opportunity to apply for Small Grant 

(R03) support at some point during the final two years of their K award. Through the use of this mechanism, the NIDDK is 
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seeking to enhance the capability of its K01, K08, and K23 award recipients to conduct research as they complete their 

transition to fully independent investigator status. The R03 grant mechanism supports different types of projects, including 

pilot and feasibility studies; secondary analysis of existing data; small, self-contained research projects; development of 

research methodology; and development of new research technology. The R03 is, therefore, intended to support research 

projects that can be carried out in a short period of time with limited resources and that may provide preliminary data to 

support a subsequent R01, or equivalent, application. The application deadline is June 16, 2016. Contact: Dr. James F. 

Hyde. 

  

View FOA 
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