
  

HOT ITEMS 

2016 Rising Stars in Urology Research Award Program - LOIs Due Tomorrow! 

The 2016 Rising Stars in Urology Research Award Program provides a total of up to $200,000 for up to five years of 

supplemental salary support to urologists who have successfully competed for career development awards from NIH or 

other major funding organizations. The award is intended to ensure that the salary compensation for these motivated 

individuals who have committed to careers in urologic research remains competitive with that of their clinical urology 

peers. This highly prestigious award encourages recipients to contribute to urology as both surgical specialists and as 

scientists investigating causes, prevention, treatment and cures that will improve patients’ lives. Letters of Intent are highly 

encouraged but not required, and are due on May 19, 2016. The application deadline is June 9, 2016. 

Contact: grantsmanager@auanet.org. 

  

Apply Now! 

  
 

 

The Early Detection Research Network: Biomarker Developmental Laboratories (U01) 

The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to solicit organ-specific applications for Biomarker 

Developmental Laboratories (BDLs), one of the four scientific units of the recently funded Early Detection Research 

Network (EDRN). The EDRN is a national infrastructure funded to discover, develop, and validate biomarkers for risk 

assessment, detection, and molecular diagnosis and prognosis of early cancer. BDLs are responsible for the discovery, 

development, characterization, and testing of new, or the refinement of existing, biomarkers and biomarker assays for risk 

assessment, detection, and molecular diagnosis and prognosis of cancers. The proposed BDLs (to be supported under 

this FOA) must be focused on cancers of the breast, prostate and other genitourinary organs, and lung. In addition, 

cancers with rapidly rising incidence rates, e.g., endometrial, hepatocellular, kidney, thyroid, oropharyngeal cancers, 

and/or cancers with unique etiology, e.g., mesothelioma, will be responsive. The application deadline is May 23, 2016. 

Contact: Dr. Sudhir Srivastava. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award (NRSA) Institutional Research 

Training Grant (Parent T32) 

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) will award T32 grants to eligible, domestic institutions to enhance predoctoral and 

postdoctoral research training, including short-term research training, and help ensure that a diverse and highly trained 
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workforce is available to meet the needs of the Nation’s biomedical, behavioral, and clinical research agenda. Research 

training programs will incorporate didactic, research, and career development elements to prepare individuals for careers 

that will have a significant impact on the health-related research needs of the Nation. Programs proposing only short-term 

research training should not apply to this announcement, but rather to the Kirschstein-NRSA Short-Term Institutional 

Research Training Grant Program (T35) exclusively reserved for predoctoral, short-term research training. The application 

deadline is May 25, 2016. Contact: Dr. Arthur L. Castle. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Service Award (NRSA) Short-Term 

Institutional Research Training Grant (Parent T35) 

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) will award T35 grants to eligible, domestic institutions to develop and/or enhance 

research training opportunities for predoctoral students interested in careers in biomedical, behavioral or clinical research. 

Many NIH Institutes and Centers (ICs) use this NRSA program exclusively to support intensive, short-term research 

training experiences for health professional students (medical students, veterinary students, and/or students in other 

health-professional programs) during the summer. This program is also intended to encourage training of graduate 

students in the physical or quantitative sciences to pursue research careers by short-term exposure to, and involvement in, 

the health-related sciences. The application deadline is May 25, 2016. Contact: Dr. Arthur L. Castle. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

NIDDK Program Projects (P01) 

This Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) invites submission of investigator-initiated program project applications. 

The proposed programs should address scientific areas relevant to the NIDDK mission including diabetes, selected 

endocrine and metabolic diseases, obesity, digestive diseases and nutrition, and kidney, urologic and hematologic 

diseases, as well as new approaches to prevent, treat and cure these diseases, including clinical research. The application 

deadline is May, 25 2016. Contact: Dr. Chris Mullins. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

PCORI Engagement Award: Knowledge, Training and Development, and 

Dissemination Awards 

The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) plans to award $20.5 million in FY 2016 as part of the 

Eugene Washington PCORI Engagement Awards program. These awards support projects that encourage active 

integration of patients, caregivers, clinicians, and other healthcare stakeholders as integral members of the patient-

centered outcomes research/clinical effectiveness research (PCOR/CER) enterprise. Letters of Intent are required and are 

due by June 1, 2016. Contact: ea@pcori.org. 

  

Learn More!  

  
 

 

High Impact, Interdisciplinary Science in NIDDK Research Areas (RC2) 
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The purpose of this program is to support high impact ideas that may lay the foundation for new fields of investigation 

within the mission of NIDDK. The interdisciplinary approach encouraged by this FOA is envisioned to generate a 

community research resource for the broader community, which may include discovery-based or hypothesis-generating 

science. This program will support research projects that accelerate critical breakthroughs, early and applied research on 

cutting-edge technologies, and new approaches to improve the synergy and interactions among multi- and interdisciplinary 

research teams, including sharing of data and other resources to further advance research in this area. The application 

deadline is: June 1, 2016. Contact: Dr. Corinne M. Silva.  

  

View FOA 

  
 

  

NEWS 

First Global Summit on Diagnostic Precision for Prostate Cancer 

The First Global Summit on Diagnostic Precision for Prostate Cancer will educate key health care stakeholders about the 

state-of-the-art and emerging advances in prostate diagnostics and their groundbreaking impact on precision care. 

Planned by Boston-based non-profit, AdMeTech Foundation, this event is designed to stimulate novel ideas and 

groundbreaking advances in diagnostic precision so that every man will have the best chance of receiving personalized 

screening, early detection and treatment. The Summit will bring together global medical experts who normally lead their 

individual diagnostic fields in order to bridge the currently existing cross-disciplinary gaps, share the cutting-edge 

information and expedite comprehensive expert consensus on the vision for the future for precision care and strategy for 

its realization. Registration and call for abstracts are now open. The Summit will be held on September 16-18, 2016. 

Contact: Susan Brewer. 

  

Learn More!  

  
 

 

Ann Arbor Health Services Research Symposium 

New payment reforms such as Hospital Value-Based Purchasing and public reporting efforts such as ProPublica’s 

Surgeon Scorecard and Yelp Ratings are increasing attention on clinician performance. Accordingly, the 2016 

Symposium, “Defining Excellence: Performance Measurement in Healthcare” will focus on measuring and reporting 

clinician performance as it relates to quality, costs and appropriateness. The Symposium will teach participants how 

to identify the strengths and pitfalls of performance measurement, and will also demonstrate how collaborative learning 

can be a vehicle for improving performance measurement, focusing on the unique Collaborative Quality Initiatives (CQIs) 

housed at the University of Michigan. Seats are limited and registration is free. The Symposium will be held at on 

September 18-19, 2016. Contact: hsrsymposium@med.umich.edu. 

  

Register Now! 

  
 

  

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES 

Mechanisms, Models, Measurement, & Management in Pain Research (R01) 

The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to inform the scientific community of the pain research 

interests of the various Institutes and Centers (ICs) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and to stimulate and foster a 
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wide range of basic, clinical, and translational studies on pain as they relate to the missions of these ICs. New advances 

are needed in every area of pain research, from the micro perspective of molecular sciences to the macro perspective of 

behavioral and social sciences.  Although great strides have been made in some areas, such as the identification of neural 

pathways of pain, the experience of pain and the challenge of treatment have remained uniquely individual and unsolved. 

Furthermore, our understanding of how and why individuals transition to a chronic pain state after an acute injury is limited. 

Research to address these issues conducted by interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research teams is strongly 

encouraged, as is research from underrepresented, minority, disabled, or women investigators. The application deadline 

is June 5, 2016. Contact: Dr. Chris Mullins. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Advances in Polycystic Kidney Disease (R01) 

The purpose of this Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) is to increase investigator interest in basic and applied 

investigations of the etiology and pathogenesis of Polycystic Kidney Disease (PKD), in both its autosomal dominant and 

autosomal recessive forms.  The ultimate aim is to facilitate PKD-related research studies, which will provide the basis for 

new therapeutic approaches. The application deadline is June 5, 2016. Contact: Dr. Rebekah S. Rasooly. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Prostate Cancer Research Program (PCRP): Five Award Programs for FY16 

The mission of the FY16 Prostate Cancer Research Program (PCRP) is to find and fund research that will lead to the 

elimination of death from prostate cancer and enhance the well-being of men experiencing the impact of the disease. 

Specifically, the PCRP seeks to promote highly innovative, groundbreaking research; high-impact research with near-term 

clinical relevance; multidisciplinary, synergistic research; translational studies to support the fluid transfer of knowledge 

between bedside and bench; research on patient survivorship and quality of life; the next generation of prostate cancer 

investigators through mentored research; and research on disparities in the incidence and mortality of prostate 

cancer. Pre-application deadlines: Impact Award - June 9; Health Disparity Research Award - June 9; Idea 

Development Award - June 23; Physician Research Award - July 7; and Early Investigator Research Award - July 7. 

  

View FOAs 

  
 

 

NIH Pathway to Independence Award (Parent K99/R00) 

The purpose of the NIH Pathway to Independence Award (K99/R00) program is to increase and maintain a strong cohort 

of new and talented, NIH-supported, independent investigators. This program is designed to facilitate a timely transition of 

outstanding postdoctoral researchers with a research and/or clinical doctorate degree from mentored, postdoctoral 

research positions to independent, tenure-track or equivalent faculty positions. The program will provide independent NIH 

research support during this transition in order to help awardees to launch competitive, independent research 

careers. Prospective candidates are encouraged to contact the relevant NIH staff for IC-specific programmatic and 

budgetary information. The application deadline is June 12, 2016. 

  

View FOA 
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Midcareer Investigator Award in Patient-Oriented Research (Parent K24) 

The purpose of the NIH Midcareer Investigator Award in Patient-Oriented Research (K24) is to provide support to mid-

career health-professional doctorates or equivalent who are typically at the Associate Professor level or the equivalent for 

protected time to devote to patient-oriented research (POR) and to act as research mentors primarily for clinical residents, 

clinical fellows and/or junior clinical faculty. Prospective candidates are encouraged to contact the relevant NIH staff for IC-

specific programmatic and budgetary information. The application deadline is June 12, 2016. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Mentored Clinical Scientist Research Career Development Award (K08) 

The primary purpose of the NIH Mentored Clinical Scientist Research Career Development Awards (K08) program is to 

prepare qualified individuals for careers that have a significant impact on the health-related research needs of the Nation. 

This program represents the continuation of a long-standing NIH program that provides support and “protected time” to 

individuals with a clinical doctoral degree for an intensive, supervised research career development experience in the 

fields of biomedical and behavioral research, including translational research. Prospective candidates are encouraged to 

contact the relevant NIH staff for IC-specific programmatic and budgetary information. The application deadline is June 

12, 2016. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

Mentored Patient-Oriented Research Career Development Award (K23) 

The purpose of the NIH Mentored Patient-Oriented Research Career Development Award (K23) is to support the career 

development of individuals with a clinical doctoral degree who have made a commitment to focus their research endeavors 

on patient-oriented research. Individuals with a clinical degree who are interested in further career development in 

biomedical research other than patient-oriented research should refer to the Mentored Clinical Scientist Career 

Development (Parent K08) Award. Prospective candidates are encouraged to contact the relevant NIH staff for IC-specific 

programmatic and budgetary information. The application deadline is June 12, 2016. 

  

View FOA 

  
 

 

AHRQ Mentored Research Scientist Research Career Development Award (K01) 

The primary purpose of the AHRQ Mentored Research Scientist Research Career Development Awards (K01) program is 

to prepare qualified individuals for careers that have a significant impact on the quality, safety, efficiency, equity, and 

effectiveness of health care for all Americans.  This program represents an AHRQ program to provide support and 

“protected time” to individuals with a research doctoral degree for an intensive, supervised research career development 

experience in health services research.  The K01 award can be used both by individuals who propose to newly embark in 

heath services research training and those who had a hiatus in their research careers because of illness or family 

circumstances. The application deadline is June 12, 2016. Contact: Dr. Tamara Willis. 

  

View FOA 
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NIH Big Data to Knowledge Initiative - New Predoctoral Training Programs 

The NIH Big Data to Knowledge initiative announces the release of three new RFAs for training in biomedical big data 

science: Predoctoral Training in Biomedical Big Data Science (T32); Mentored Career Development Award in Biomedical 

Big Data Science (K01); and Mentored Career Development Award in Biomedical Big Data Science for Intramural 

Investigators (K22). All of these opportunities aim to train more researchers who will use Big Data technologies, methods, 

and tools.  Training is expected across three major scientific areas: (1) computer science or informatics, (2) statistics and 

mathematics, and (3) biomedical science.  In addition, the awardee/trainee will acquire depth in areas of specialty 

necessary for developing new methods, technologies, or tools. The receipt deadline for applications is July 25, 2016 for T 

awards and August 1, 2016 for K awards.  

  

View FOAs 
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